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STATEMENT UNDER ARTICLE 19 



It is considered that no impact on the description requiring its amendment results. 
AD CLAIM 21 (AMENDED) : - 

The claim is characterized by a cover for an exposed portion of the metal tensile component. This 
is shown in figures 1, 3 and 5 as item 9 and described with reference thereto in the drawing 
description. Its importance is in preventing wear to the metal tensile component which is prone to 
wear by the material being screened. 

The prior art describes a metal tensile component in the form of a bolt and nut (Auslegeschrift 27 54 
044 e.g. at column 4 line 8 " Befestigungsschrauben 17" figure 4 but not a cover for it. Other art 
describes polymeric fasteners to combat the wear problem for which reason metal tensile fasteners 
were usually avoided. 

AD CLAIM 22 (AMENDED) : - 

This claim adds further distinguishing feature related to protection of the metal tensile component, 
the fit of the skirt into a recess in the adjacent panel improves the seal against ingress of wearing 
material. 

AD CLAIM 28 (AMENDED) : - 

This claim improperly referred to "the tensile component" but there was no antecedent for a tensile 
component recited in the claim, hence it is replaced with "a fastener for screening panels". The 
characterising integers of the claim are the strip presenting neither top nor bottom web but spaced 
apart platforms. This is not found in the art. 
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/ 15 > 

16) 
17) 
18) 

19) 
20) 

21) 

22) 
23) 



A fastening means as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 14 t provided together 
with a screening panel which is provided with co-acting formations for co- 
acting with the fastener. 

A fastening means and screening panel as claimed in claim 15, in which that 
part of the formation of the panel for co-acting with the ledge of the fastener is 
located at an intermediate position in the depth of the panel. 

A fastening means and screening panel as claimed in either one of claims 15 
or 16, in which the co-acting formations in the panel are provided at the edges 
of the panel. 

A fastening means and screening panel as claimed in any one of claims 15 to 
17, in which the co-acting formations include also a portion for co-acting with 
the skirt, which formations allow the skirt to enter partially into the depth of 
the panel. 

A fastening means and screening panel as herein generally described. 

A fastening means and screening panel as herein specifically described with 
reference to the drawings and as illustrated. 

A fastener for screening panels, which fastener comprises a combination 
structure including a metal tensile component and a polymeric holding 
component which includes a ledge for holding a panel. 

A fastener for screening panels, as claimed in claim 21 , in which the metal 
tensile component comprises a bolt and nut. 

A fastener for screening panels, as claimed in either one of claims 21 or 22, 
which further includes a cover for an exposed portion of the metal tensile 
component. 
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24) 
25) 

26) 

27) 

28) 
29) 

30) 



A fastener for screening panels, as claimed in claim 23, in which the cover 
has a skirt providing an improved barrier to ingress of material. 

A fastener for screening panels, as claimed in any one of claims 21 to 24, in 
which the fastener is provided in combination with a toggle or butterfly near 
an end of the metal tensile component, for engaging a blind hole in a 
screening frame. 

A fastener for screening panels, as claimed in claim 25, in which the toggle 
comprises a strip or plate with the tensile member passing through an offset 
hole, the plate narrow enough to be passed through a hole in the screening 
frame member when misaligned, but long enough to be held when aligned. 

A fastener for screening panels, as claimed in either one of claims 25 or 26, 
in which the polymeric holding component is provided with a further step 
which fits into an enlarged hole provided in the screen frame. 

A fastener for screening panels, as herein generally described. 

A fastener for screening panels, as herein specifically described with 
reference to figures 1 to 8 of the drawings and as illustrated. 

A stringer for screening means, for use as a joist in a screen frame, the 
stringer comprising a strip of cross section having a narrow width and depth 
sufficient to carry vertical reciprocating loads, presenting neither a top nor a 
bottom web, but a plurality of spaced apart platforms, each platform 
presenting a fastening formation which receives the tensile component, for 
securing a panel and a support area around or adjacent the fastening 
formation for supporting the panel. 
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31) 

32) 

33) 

34) 

35) 
36) 



A stringer as claimed in claim 30, which comprises a disc having a hole in its 
centre, the hole providing a fastening formation and the surround of the disc a 
support area for the panel around the hole. 

A stringer as claimed in claim 31 ( in which the centre of the hole is 
immediately above the centroid of the section of the stringer, 

A stringer as claimed in either one of claims 31 or 32, in which the stringer is 
provided with a recess immediately below the platform. 

A stringer as claimed in any one of claims 30 to 33, in which the upper 
support surface of the platform is flush with the upper surfaces of the stringer. 

A stringer as herein generally described. 

A stringer as herein specifically described with reference to figures 9 to 1 1 of 
the drawings and as illustrated. 
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1. Basis of the r port 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -9 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -29 as received on 26/05/2001 with letter of 1 6/05/2001 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/6-6/6 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

IS the claims, Nos.: 1-36 original 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5 ' D ™-7 P ° 1 ? 38 ^ es * ab ' isned as if < some of ) th e amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

and annexed to this 



(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-29 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-29 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-29 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted- 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The 'knowing observations ; on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: Muewion wnerner the 

se separate sheet 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII. Sheet 2) (July 1998) 



\ 
1 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/ZA00/00027 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



V 

The combination of features set out in the respective independent claims 1 or 25 is not 
disclosed in any one of the prior art documents specified in the search report, nor does 
the disclosure of these documents, taken either together or separately, lead to the 
invention. 

VII 

Reference signs in parentheses are not present in the claims, Rule 6.2(b) PCT. 

The most relevant documents of the search report are not identified and evaluated in 
the description, Rule 5.1(a)(ii). 

VIII 

Claims 7,8,10,1 1,16,17,23,24,28,29 referring to the description and drawings do not 
comply with Rule 6.2a PCT. 

In claims 1 and 25 the reference apparently should be to the longitudinal axis passing 
through the centroid. 
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THE CLAIMS 



1) A fastening means for screening panels, which fastening means 
includes: fasteners, each fastener as a combination structure having a 
metal bolt as a tensile component and a polymeric holding component 
which has a ledge for holding down a panel; and a stringer for use as 
a joist in a screen frame, the stringer comprising a strip of cross 
section having a narrow width and depth sufficient to carry vertical 
reciprocating loads, presenting neither a top nor a bottom web, but a 
plurality of spaced apart platforms, each platform presenting a 
fastening formation which receives the tensile component, for securing 
a panel and a support area around or adjacent the fastening formation 
for supporting the panel, characterised in that there are a plurality of 
spaced apart separate fasteners and in that each platform is in the 
form of a disc having a hole in its centre and the hole is immediately 
above the centroid of the stringer. 

2) A fastening means as claimed in claim 1, which further includes a 
cover for an exposed portion of the metal tensile component. 

3) A fastening means as claimed in claim 2, in which the cover has a skirt 
providing an improved barrier to ingress of material. 

4) A fastening means as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3, in which the 
fastener is provided in combination with a toggle or butterfly near an 
end of the metal tensile component, for engaging a blind hole in a 
screening frame. 

5) A fastening means as claimed in claim 4, in which the toggle comprises 
a strip or plate with the tensile memb r passing through an offset hole, 

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 34) 
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the plate narrow enough to be passed through a hole in the screening 
fram member when misaligned, but long nough to b held when 
aligned. 

A fastening means as claimed in either one of claims 4 or 5, in which 
the polymeric holding component is provided with a further step which 
fits into an enlarged hole provided in the screen frame. 

A fastening means for screening panels, which includes a fastener as 
herein generally described. 

A fastening means for screening panels, which includes a fastener as 
herein specifically described with reference to figures 1 to 7 of the 
drawings and as illustrated. 

A fastening means as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 8, in which the 
upper support surface of the platform is flush with the upper surface of 
the stringer. 

10) A fastening means for screening panels, which includes a stringer as 
herein generally described. 

11) A fastening means for screening panels, which includes a stringer as 
herein specifically described with reference to figures 9 to 1 1 of the 
drawings. 

AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 29 September 2000 (29.09.00); 
original claims 21-36 replaced by new claims 21 - 34; remaining claims 

unchanged (3 pages)] 



6) 



7) 



8) 



9) 
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12) A fastening means as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 11, provided 
together with a screening pan I which is provided with co-acting 
formations for co-acting with the fastener. 

13) A fastening means and screening panel as claimed in claim 12, in 
which that part of the formation of the panel for co-acting with the ledge 
of the fastener is located at an intermediate position in the depth of the 
panel. 

14) A fastening means and screening panel as claimed in either one of 
claims 12 or 13, in which the co-acting formations in the panel are 
provided at the edges of the panel. 

15) A fastening means and screening panel as claimed in any one of 
claims 12 to 14, in which the co-acting formations include also a portion 
for co-acting with the skirt, which formations allow the skirt to enter 
partially into the depth of the panel. 

16) A fastening means and screening panel as herein generally described. 

17) A fastening means and screening panel as herein specifically 
described with reference to the drawings and as illustrated. 

1 8) A fastener for screening panels fastening means, as claimed in any 
one of claims 1 to 17, which fastener comprises a combination 
structure including a metal tensile component in the form of a bolt and 
nut and a concentric polymeric holding component which includes a 
ledge for holding a panel, characterized in that it further includes a 
cover for an exposed portion of the metal tensile component. 

19) A fastener for screening panels, as claimed in claim 18, in which the 
cover has a skirt which fits into a coacting recess in the dges of the 
panels providing an improved barrier to ingress of material. 

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 34) 



20) A fastener for screening panels, as claimed in either one of claims 18 
or 19, in which the fastener is provided in combination with a toggl or 
butterfly near an end of the metal tensile component, for engaging a 
blind hole in a screening frame. 

21) A fastener for screening panels, as claimed in claim 20, in which the 
toggle comprises a strip or plate with the tensile member passing 
through an offset hole, the plate narrow enough to be passed through a 
hole in the screening frame member when misaligned, but long enough 
to be held when aligned. 

22) A fastener for screening panels, as claimed in either one of claims 20 
or 21, in which the polymeric holding component is provided with a 
further step which fits into an enlarged hole provided in the screen 
frame. 

23) A fastener for screening panels, as herein generally described. 

24) A fastener for screening panels, as herein specifically described with 
reference to figures 1 to 8 of the drawings and as illustrated. 

25) A stringer for screening means, for use as a joist in a screen frame, the 
stringer comprising a strip of cross section having a narrow width and 
depth sufficient to carry vertical reciprocating loads, presenting neither 
a top nor a bottom web, but a plurality of spaced apart platforms, each 
platform presenting a fastening formation which receives a fastener for 
screening panels, for securing a panel and a support area around or 
adjacent the fastening formation for supporting the panel which 
comprises a disc having a hole in its centre, the hole providing a 
fastening formation and the surround of the disc a support area for the 
panel around the hole in which the centre of the hole is immediately 
above the centroid of the section of the stringer. 
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26) A stringer as claimed in claim 25, in which the stringer is provided with 
a recess immediately b low the platform. 



27) A stringer as claimed in eith r one of claims 25 or 26, in which the 
upper support surface of the platform is flush with the upper surfaces of 
the stringer. 

28) A stringer as herein generally described. 

29) A stringer as herein specifically described with reference to figures 9 to 
1 1 of the drawings and as illustrated. 
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a. 



With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
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the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 
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•hole" insert "(36)"; 
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•toggle" insert "(14)". 
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"panels" "(6,7)" after "screen" "(8)"; 
nut" "(3)" after "component" "(4)"; 
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